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right law, but it will protect the publisher against 'innocent infringers.'
Also it is required under laws relating to fair trade.

If a whole book is submitted for ad interim copyright, and only a
part of it (a few chapters) is subsequently published, it is not entitled
to copyright, according to an opinion of the Attorney General
(2/9/10). The reason for this ruling is that the publication of a frag-
ment of the book with a United States copyright would deter any
other publisher from bringing out an edition containing the remaining
parts, and therefore the American public would effectively be denied
any edition of the complete work.

Before ad interim copyright is secured, anyone can import copies
of books published abroad in the English language, if they do not
infringe the copyright of any American book. After ad interim regis-
tration, if the Bureau of the Customs is notified, no more copies may
be imported. Should they by some chance get through the Customs
and be sold here by authority of the copyright owner, the ad interim
copyright would be lost.

In normal times, if there is no available copy for deposit before
the 60 days elapse, or if American manufacture cannot be completed
before the four-month protection period has expired, it is suggested
that the American publisher go ahead with his publication anyway,
inserting the proper notice, and apply for copyright registration. So
far the Copyright Office has made a practice of accepting late appli-
cations, although the validity of the resulting copyright registration
has never been tested in court.

Wartime provision. Because of the difficulties of transportation and
manufacturing during wartime, the United States and Great Britain
in March 1944 announced a reciprocal agreement to extend tem-
porarily the 60-day time limit for deposit, and the requirement of
completing American publication within four months and British pub-
lication within 14 days. A similar agreement was in effect between
the Allied countries during the First World War. The 1944 agree-
ment is retroactive to 3 September 1939 and will extend until can-
celed by presidential proclamation in the United States, and in Great
Britain until one year after the war. Both countries have provided for
the protection of anyone who incurred liability or expense by produc-
ing material that went into the public domain between 3 September
1939 (when Great Britain declared war) and 10 March 1944
the agreement was announced).